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on Homeland Security said yesterday— 
Mr. Speaker, this is the Republican 
chairman of the Homeland Security 
Committee: ‘‘I fully believe we should 
not be playing politics with the na-
tional security agency like the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, particu-
larly given the high threat environ-
ment that we’re in right now.’’ 

What American would say it makes 
sense to play politics with Homeland 
Security in light of what the gen-
tleman has just referenced and which 
all of us know to be the case? 

We have people who want to harm us 
as a people and as a nation. Mr. Speak-
er, this body has a responsibility to the 
American people to do everything we 
can to make them as secure as we can 
and to make our country as secure as 
we can. 

Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM, with 
whom I served in this body who now 
represents South Carolina and is a Re-
publican Member of the Senate and an 
expert on national security, he told his 
Republican colleagues this—and, again, 
I quote: ‘‘The worst possible outcome 
for this Nation is to defund the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, given the 
multiple threats we face to our home-
land, and I will not be part of it.’’ 

None of us ought to be part of it. 435 
of us ought to vote to fund the Home-
land Security Department starting on 
Friday. I urge the Republican majority 
to heed this advice of Mr. MCCAUL, of 
Mr. GRAHAM, and, frankly, countless 
other Republicans in the Senate and 
some in the House to do the responsible 
thing and let this House work its will 
on the single subject of our national se-
curity. 

If a clean Homeland Security appro-
priation bill were to come to the floor, 
I am confident—and I tell my friend 
and the majority leader, Mr. Speaker, 
every Democrat will vote for it. We are 
188 strong. 

Surely, there are 30 responsible Re-
publicans who care more about our na-
tional security than their politics who 
would join us in voting for that bill—I 
am confident of that—many more, I 
think, than 30, but at least 30 would be 
needed, with 188, to get to the 218, and 
we would fund the Department of 
Homeland Security, and we could do it 
tomorrow. 

We could probably do it today by 
unanimous consent—well, no, I don’t 
think we could do it by unanimous con-
sent because there are some who con-
tinue to play politics with our national 
security. 

If the majority is dissatisfied with 
our immigration policy which they ar-
ticulate and legitimately can have an 
alternative view to express and to try 
to enact, that is the democratic proc-
ess. 

Offer a bill to change that which they 
do not like, not hold hostage the De-
partment of Homeland Security until 
hopefully, from their standpoint, the 
President is bludgeoned into signing a 
bill that he does not agree with and he 
does not believe is good for our country 
and believes is bad for our economy. 

If the majority is dissatisfied, bring a 
bill to the floor. Former Homeland Se-
curity Secretary Tom Ridge, also a Re-
publican with whom I have served 
when he was a Representative from 
Pennsylvania, subsequently the Gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania and then our 
first Secretary of Homeland Security, I 
want to quote him as well as I have 
quoted the other two Republicans that 
I have quoted. 

‘‘Political folly’’ and ‘‘bad policy,’’ 
that is Tom Ridge, former Republican 
Governor and mentioned for President. 
He went on to say: ‘‘I think the polit-
ical repercussions could be severe. And, 
on top of that, the men and women of 
Homeland Security deserve better.’’ 

Who wants to work for an employer 
that simply takes them hostage every 
few months and says to them: You may 
or may not get paid, you may or may 
not be able to come to work, you may 
or may not be able to do your job. It 
depends upon whether or not our polit-
ical ends are served. 

I urge Republican leaders to keep the 
pledge they made to the American peo-
ple to consider issues one at a time. 
Bring a comprehensive immigration re-
form bill. If you don’t like what the 
President has done, bring a bill that 
changes that. We have the power to do 
that. Do it. 

We can work in a bipartisan way to 
change our immigration policies 
through legislation and fix what every-
body in this body believes is a broken 
system. 

Bring a clean appropriation bill to 
the floor to fund the Department of 
Homeland Security, and then, as well, 
bring a bill to the floor on comprehen-
sive immigration reform or the bill 
that our Republican friends think is 
the appropriate bill to fix a broken sys-
tem, and we will vote and debate on 
that. 

But let the Department of Homeland 
Security do its job for America, for 
Americans. Let’s exercise responsible, 
adult legislating this time. 

f 

HONORING THE FUGUITT ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL HONOR GUARD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. JOLLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor an exceptional group of young 
men in Pinellas County, Florida, the 
honor guard at Fuguitt Elementary 
School in Largo. 

Last week, I had the pleasure of vis-
iting with 21 young men of Fuguitt’s 
honor guard who have recognized the 
importance of respect, discipline, com-
mitment, and speaking out against bul-
lying. These are remarkable young 
men in third, fourth, and fifth grade. 

The honor guard program at Fuguitt 
was started by former Principal Mi-
chael Moss; teacher Rhonda Correa; 
and her husband, Frank Correa, a Ma-
rine Corps veteran. The Correas have 
continued to lead the program today 
under the leadership of Fuguitt’s prin-
cipal, Dr. Kathi Bentley. 

The purpose of the honor guard is to 
develop structure, discipline, and lead-
ership in young students who otherwise 
might face academic or behavioral 
challenges. 

Each student signs the honor guard 
pledge, which reads: ‘‘As a Fuguitt 
honor guard member, I am a student 
leader of this school. As a member, I 
promise to be truthful, respectful, help-
ful, and hardworking. I will act like an 
honorable gentleman and respect and 
honor the flag of the United States of 
America. I understand my success is 
my Nation’s success.’’ 

Each day, the honor guard opens the 
school with the presentation of colors 
and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Speaker, the young men com-
mitted to this program represent fu-
ture leaders both in Pinellas County 
and also in our Nation, and they de-
serve the recognition and encourage-
ment of this body. 

I am honored to recognize Fuguitt 
Elementary School’s honor guard 
members today: in third grade—Romeo 
Greene, Sean Lange, Blake Logan, 
Levita Maafu, Troy Mason, George 
Mercado, Walit Morton, Daniel 
Mattrass, Micah Timberlake, and 
Bryce Young; in fourth grade— 
Domenic Barclay, Johnnie Chattman, 
Ari Davis, Matthew Kosinski, and 
Tyrek Tripp; and in fifth grade—Jon 
Dameron, Anthony Gonzalez, William 
Maafu, William Muscu, Steven Suero, 
and Andra Witchard. 

Today, these young men serve as role 
models to the rest of Fuguitt Elemen-
tary School and are held to a high 
standard, both academically and be-
haviorally. I rise today to recognize 
their efforts and commend the leader-
ship at Fuguitt who are committed to 
the mission to help these students 
grow into future leaders. 

In closing, I would like to share the 
honor guard’s poem that they recited 
to me at the end of my visit with them. 
It is a fitting tribute from 21 young 
men to the exceptionalism of our Na-
tion. 

‘‘We are the beacon of light, the hope 
of mankind, that shining city on a hill, 
the most beautiful, the most bountiful, 
the most generous people in the his-
tory of the world, the country that has 
birthed the great titans of science and 
industry, the country that put a man 
on the Moon, the country that has lib-
erated tens of millions from the clutch-
es of evil, the home of the brave, the 
undisputed champion of freedom, the 
great Republic, the United States of 
America.’’ 

I thank the Fuguitt honor guard for 
serving as an inspiration to so many, 
including to this Member of Congress. 

May God bless each of them and their 
families, and may God bless these 
United States. 

f 

2015 FUNDING FOR THE DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
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California (Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, 
in December of 2014, as leverage 
against the President’s immigration 
executive order, the Republican leader-
ship irresponsibly decided to hold hos-
tage the 2015 funding for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

We are now 147 days in fiscal year 
2015, just 4 days away from February 
28, when the continuing resolution cur-
rently funding the Department will ex-
pire. The serious consequence of inac-
tion by the Republican leadership is 
that it will leave the Department with-
out the funds needed to effectively ful-
fill its mission of protecting our home-
land. 

It is unbelievable that given the ur-
gency of our national security, House 
Republicans continue failing to put for-
ward a realistic plan to fund the De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

Mistakenly, some Republicans be-
lieve the Department is doing just fine 
under the continuing resolution. Some 
even say it is okay to let DHS funding 
expire. Other Republicans suggest the 
preliminary Texas district court in-
junction, which blocks implementation 
of the President’s executive action on 
immigration, is reason enough to con-
tinue holding hostage the funding for 
Homeland Security. 

These are dangerously wrong conclu-
sions. Secretary Johnson and agency 
heads have warned that if the CR is al-
lowed to expire, national security oper-
ations will be disrupted, and essential 
personnel will be required to work 
without pay. They also warn passing 
another CR will not address the uncer-
tainty of being able to meet our long- 
term national security needs. 

Our national security cannot wait for 
the unrelated issue of the President’s 
executive actions on immigration to 
work its way through the judicial proc-
ess which, at best, is likely to take sev-
eral months. 

By contrast, Democrats have a re-
sponsible solution. Two weeks ago, Ap-
propriations Committee Ranking Mem-
ber NITA LOWEY and I introduced H.R. 
861. It is a clean appropriations bill 
that funds the Department of Home-
land Security for the remainder of fis-
cal year 2015. It is not a Democratic 
bill. If it were, it would more closely 
reflect Democratic priorities. 

Rather, H.R. 861 contains the precise 
language of the November 2014 bipar-
tisan bill negotiated in good faith by 
chairs and ranking members of the 
House and Senate Homeland Security 
Appropriations Subcommittees. 

This is the bill that was intended to 
be part of the 2015 omnibus legislation 
that funded the rest of the Federal 
Government. It is the bill that will en-
able the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to address our Nation’s current 
and most pressing security needs. 

I am pleased that H.R. 861 is cospon-
sored by every Democrat in the House, 
and we urge our Republican colleagues 
to join us. 

b 1230 

This bipartisan, bicameral bill will 
pass the House, pass the Senate, and be 
signed into law by the President. All it 
needs is for the Republican leadership 
to bring the bill to the floor for a vote. 

Surely our Nation need not experi-
ence attacks like those in Paris and 
Copenhagen before we show our resolve 
to fund our Department of Homeland 
Security. Let us not wait around and 
hope Senate Republicans do the respon-
sible thing. 

House Republicans should lead by 
bringing H.R. 861 for a vote and making 
it clear to the American people that 
our Nation’s security takes priority 
over political and unrelated policy de-
bates. Failure to do so and letting 
funding for Homeland Security expire 
or taking the easy way out by kicking 
a viable solution down the road with a 
continuing resolution represents a fail-
ure in fulfilling our most basic respon-
sibility as Members of Congress: to pro-
tect the American people and our coun-
try from harm. 

Let’s pass H.R. 861 today. 

f 

WILKES EARLY COLLEGE HIGH 
SCHOOL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize a pioneering school in 
Wilkesboro, North Carolina. 

Established in 2009, Wilkes Early Col-
lege High School is a partnership be-
tween Wilkes County Schools and 
Wilkes Community College. The school 
provides a small learning community 
of students the opportunity to earn 
both a high school diploma and an as-
sociate degree. It is a 5-year school 
which enrolls approximately 60 ninth 
graders each year and is located on the 
campus of Wilkes Community College 
where students are enrolled in both 
honors-level high school classes and 
college courses. 

The mission of Wilkes Early College 
High School is to provide a personal-
ized program of study that will em-
power students to be lifelong, commu-
nity-oriented learners who possess the 
technical and leadership skills needed 
for personal and professional success in 
a global community. 

The $40 annual fee, which covers 
textbooks and enrollment, is an ex-
tremely affordable way to help stu-
dents reach their education goals, espe-
cially when you consider that the aver-
age tuition and fees was $2,305 for a 
public 2-year institution in North Caro-
lina this year and $6,677 for a public 4- 
year institution. And those costs have 
increased 30 percent over the last 5 
years. 

Many of the students who attend 
Wilkes Early College High School are 
the first in their family to attend col-
lege. As a result, Principal Dion Stocks 
and his staff are working hard to out-

line expectations and guide students 
through the process of applying to a 4- 
year institution. Seminar classes are 
provided to assist students with under-
standing college expectations, the ap-
plication process, and financial aid. 

Last year, 21 students earned their 
associate degree in the school’s first of-
ficial graduating class, and 20 students 
are expected to earn their degree this 
year. 

Wilkes Early College High School 
provides an advanced educational expe-
rience that equips students for success 
in college, career, and life. America 
needs more of this type of innovative 
learning. 

f 

FUNDING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Hawaii (Mr. TAKAI) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TAKAI. Mr. Speaker, today 
marks 4 days until the Department of 
Homeland Security runs out of money. 
We all had the opportunity for the first 
time this session to go back home last 
week for our district workweek, and I 
had an opportunity to speak about this 
particular issue at the Honolulu Inter-
national Airport, where many of our 
DHS officials and employees are very 
concerned about this lapse of funding. 
Although some DHS employees would 
continue to work in the event of a 
shutdown, they would be forced to do 
so without pay, creating a significant 
distraction and dealing a significant 
blow to morale. 

Every single House Democrat has co-
sponsored clean legislation to fund 
DHS, and it is clear that there are a 
sufficient amount of votes to pass this 
bill now. 

Keeping America’s families safe is 
the first responsibility and priority of 
this Congress. We need to put aside the 
political gridlock that has plagued this 
House for too long and fund DHS now. 
An impasse in funding would close 
down the bulk of DHS’ management 
and support of Homeland Security in-
frastructure that was built following 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

Essential funding for the Department 
of Homeland Security is no place for 
grandstanding against immigration re-
form that strengthens our economy 
and our country. Let’s remember: it 
was the inability of this House to act 
on the Senate’s comprehensive immi-
gration reform bill that forced the 
President to take executive action on 
immigration in the first place. 

I came to Congress telling my con-
stituents that I do not support govern-
ment shutdowns, Federal furloughs, or 
sequestration, and now some in this 
body think they can fix this with fur-
ther inaction, with further furloughs 
and further government shutdowns. I 
think not. 

Let’s pass a clean bill. 
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